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Need for Project Documentation Metadata
• Projects at NASA Goddard

• Highly matrixed organization with 30-50 projects per year

• Many separate project libraries

• Advantages of project documentation metadata 

• Facilitate access

• Improved information management

• Capture “lessons learned”
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The Goddard Core

• Qualified Dublin Core 

• 52 elements – 47 descriptive, 5 administrative

• 23 elements are refinements on subject, creator, and contributor.  These 
refinements correspond to facets of the NASA taxonomy.

• XML and RDF versions -- using XML

• For the most part, simple elements are retained as part of the set

• Working on “best practices” for various media (e.g. WWW, videos)
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Applying Goddard Core for Web Site ContentApplying Goddard Core for Web Site Content

SpideredSpidered Goddard sites with Goddard sites with RafabotRafabot

Select science and engineering sitesSelect science and engineering sites

DC.dot for metadata captureDC.dot for metadata capture

Propagated metaPropagated meta--tags from toptags from top--levellevel

Human validation of candidate metadataHuman validation of candidate metadata

250 sites, 65K pages250 sites, 65K pages

Stored in Stored in MySQLMySQL
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Access to Goddard CollectionsAccess to Goddard Collections

Unified metadata collectionUnified metadata collection
Web sitesWeb sites

Streaming mediaStreaming media

ImagesImages

Plans for adding project documentationPlans for adding project documentation
SubmissionSubmission

OAIOAI--PMHPMH
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OAI harvesting or 
OAI harvesting or submissionsubmission

OAI harvesting or OAI harvesting or 
submissionsubmission

A Framework for Universal Discovery of ResourcesA Framework for Universal Discovery of Resources

Metadata FlowMetadata Flow

= User= User

= local metadata store= local metadata store

= information object= information object

Goddard Core  Goddard Core  
Metadata ServerMetadata Server

OAIOAI = Open Archives Initiative Protocol for Metadata Harvesting; see= Open Archives Initiative Protocol for Metadata Harvesting; see
www.openarchives.orgwww.openarchives.org for detailsfor details

http://www.openarchives.org/


Metadata for the Project Management CommunityMetadata for the Project Management Community

9

Generalized Organizational Metadata Generalized Organizational Metadata 
Role Activity DiagramsRole Activity Diagrams
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